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The gods will grant to Labour, when it pays
Tithes in the altar-flame.   But if one eats
Fruits of the earth, rendering to kindly heaven,
No gift of toil, that thief steals from his world." -
Who eat of food after their sacrifice
Are quit of fault, but they that spread a feast
All for themselves, eat sin and drink of sin.
By food the living live; food comes of rain.
And rain comes by the pious sacrifice,
And sacrifice is paid with tithes of toil;
Thus action is of Brahma, who is one,
The Only, All-pervading; at all times
Present in sacrifice.   He that abstains
To help the rolling wheels of this great world,
Glutting his idle sense, lives a lost life,
Shameful and vain.
Work here undoubtedly refers to physical labour, and
work by way of sacrifice can only be work to be done by all for
the common benefit. Such work, such sacrifice can only be spin-
ning. I do not wish to suggest that the author of the Divine
Song had the spinning-wheel in mind. He merely laid down a
fundamental principle of conduct. And reading in and applying
it to India I can only think of spinning as the fittest and most ac-
ceptable sacrificial body labour. I cannot imagine anything nobler
or more national than that for say one hour in the day we should
all do the labour that" the poor must do and thus identify ourselves
with them and through them with all mankind. I cannot imagine
better worship of God than that in His name I should labour for
the poor even as they do. The spinning-wheel spells a more
equitable distribution of the riches of the earth.
BENGAL'S RESPONSE
For the satisfaction of those who have not studied the Poet's
article, let me inform them that the Poet is not altogether against
the spinning-wheel. He does not see the necessity of spinning for
all. But I am convinced, that as we go forward there will be no
one doubting the efficacy and supremacy of the charkha for
banishing India's distressful and growing poverty. Dr. P. G. Ray's
frank recognition of the charkha is a valuable acquisition. More
than all this recognition is the news coming through letters, that
wherever Deshabandhu Das and his devoted wife go, crowds give
up their foreign clothing and take up the charkha. Here is the